
Created being though he be, Private Ryan remains a hard guy to  
track down. 
  
When we got home last night, I flipped to Cleveland's ABC  
affiliate, Channel 5 to watch the end of the movie, Private Ryan.   
It was supposed to be broadcast on the evening of Veteran's Day,  
November 11 in (profitable) tribute to our fighting forces.  The  
movie concerns the search for a hard to find private during the D- 
day invasion of Normandy in World War Two.  In the drama, Ryan is  
the only surviving brother of four and the War Department wants him  
found in order to keep him alive. 
  
But the movie wasn't on Cannel 5.  Channel 5 was evidently among  
the many ABC stations that feared the FCC would fine them due to  
the new -- post-Janet Jackson's exposed breast at the Superbowl --  
rules on prime-time indecency.  As I recall either FUBAR (Fucked Up  
Beyond All Recognition) or SNAFU (Situation Normal, All Fucked Up)  
are spelled out in conversation during the movie.  Both were common  
World War Two GI slang reflecting not only the chaos of war but  
also our soldier's less than full confidence in government  
bureaucracies.  Such as the FCC, one wonders? 
  
This self censorship by Channel 5 and others raised other  
interesting questions: 
  
1) Is the newly energized FCC really incapable of discerning the  
qualitative difference between serious drama and Jackson's trite,  
ambush exhibitionism? 
  
2) Were the ABC affiliates honestly afraid of Big Brother  
retribution and fines from the FCC, or had they determined to badly  
make a point?  Were they cowards or crusaders against censorship? 
  
3) Does either entity have any appreciation that those soldiers who  
were so creative with language were fighting for freedom? 
  
4) Is it more obscene to allow profanity into a prime time movie or  
to dishonor the freedom of expression that so many died for?   
Wouldn't a simple warning at the beginning of the movie have  
sufficed, "Warning to Viewers: sometimes soldiers in war use harsh  
language.  It is the least obscene thing about war.  If you don't  
like a little harsh language with your blood and violence, change  
the damn channel." 
  
  
Interestingly, my AOL spell-check balked at FUBAR but was already  
programmed for SNAFU which has made it into mainstream language.   
So I looked it up on AOL / Merriam-Webster: 
  
Main Entry: [1]sna·fu 
Pronunciation: sna-'fü, 'sna-"fü 
Function: noun 
Etymology: situation normal all fucked up (fouled up) 
Date: circa 1941 
: CONFUSION, MUDDLE  
  
I was glad to see that Merriam-Webster had more courage and  



integrity the FCC or Channel 5. 
  
Albert Couch, 
Akron, Ohio 
Speak from the Heart, but through the Brain. 
 
cc: Channel 5 & dozens of others 
 


